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| ZE£CH. iv. 10. 
For who hath deſpiſed the day of ſmall 
things? For they ſhall rejuice and 


— 


ſhall ſee the plummet in the hand of 
Zerubbabel with thoſe ſeven : They 
| are the eyes of the LORD, which 
ö run to and fro through the whole 
earth, 


ob 2593 
ecbariab, which eee alſo 
oy | | the cotemporary Prophets, con- 


| = that ever happened to the Jew- 
iſh nation, which was the rebuilding of the 
Temple, with the reſtoration of their Polity : 
The completion whereof the Lord promiſes in 
the verſe before my Text; The hands o of Zerub- 
B babel 
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(2) 
babel have laid the foundation of this houſe : his 
hands ſhall alſo finiſh it. But the People mea- 
ſuring the improbabllity of this promiſe either 
from the former interruption of the building, 
or the preſent defect and diſproportion of means 
and materials, or impotence and irreſolution of 
the undertakers, who had begun to build, but 
were compelled to deſiſt by edicts and arms, 
look d upon it ſome with dejection of heart, o- 
thers with contempt. According to what this 
Prophecy foretold in viſion they would do, we 
find partly verified in the fact, That when the 
foundation of the houſe was laid, many of the 
Prieſts and Levites, and chief of the fathers, 
who were ancient men that had ſeen the firſt 
houſe, wept with a loud voice: And doubtleſs 
there were many among them at the ſame time, 
and for the ſame reaſon, that mock'd at the 
work, and, as intimated in the Text, ſo conti- 


nued during its ſuſpenſion, the one lamenting, 


the other deſpiſing, the day of ſuch ſmall things. 

The ſame diſcouraging treatment accompa- 
nies all worthy undertakings at their beginning. 
As the promoters of them generally act the 
wiſe part of Zerubbabel and Foſhua with their 
Followers, who at laying the foundation, did 
to encourage the work ſhout for joy; ſo on the 


a Ezra iii. 12. 
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other hand there will be many of thoſe, thar 
are well-wiſhers to the ſame intereſt, yer cauſe- 
leſs mourners; and of thoſe that are not, buſy 
mockers; equal hinderers of the beſt deſigns, 
the former by deſpondency, the latter by de- 
riſion. 

No wonder that this is univerſal fact, ſince it 
comes from the ſame univerſal enemy, that ſo 
remarkably oppoſed the rebuilding of the Tem- 
ple. For this was that hody of Moſes, which 
we read Þ the Devil contended about, not only 
himſelf by diſputing with the Angel, and re- 
ſifting of © Fojhua, but according to his old po- 
licy, by calling in upon them foreign adver- 
faries, his publick and powerful agents, and by 
ſtirring up domeſtic murmurers and mockers, 
his ſecret but moſt effective inſtruments, in the 
hinderance of good. For tho' thoſe Babylo- 
niſb Governours with their companions, men- 
tioned by Ezra ch. iv. 1, 8, g. which were adver- 
faries to their return, becauſe planted in their 
room, what by drawing up falſe memorials, 
and * hiring counſellours againſt them, to fruſtrate 
their purpoſe, had power to ſtop the building 
during the reign of Cyrus and his two ſucceſ- 
ſors ; yet in their whole oppoſition they profeſ- 
ſed to act only as enemies to the nation; where- 


b Jude Ver. 9. Zech. iii.t. 4 Ezraiv. 5. 
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gs theſe native malignants were profeſſed ene- 
mies to the work; and wrought not ſo much 
to the preſent ceſſation, as to the perpetual diſ- 
credit and diſcouragement of the bleſſed enter- 
Prize. 

Wherefore 'tis with, or rather againſt theſe, 
the Lord doth here bgfore-hand, as preventive 
of their further miſchief among the people, 
thus expoſtulate: Who hath deſpiſed the day of 


Jinall things? For notwithſtanding the founda- 


tion of this houſe might in compariſon of the 


firſt ſeem deſpicable, which yet muſt be not for 


the ſmalneſs of the dimenſions, but inferiority 
of deſign; and becauſe this, as all unfiniſhed 
buildings, might have a more blank and diſcou- 
raging look than the former ruins, under which 


diſadvantages it might be the ſubject of concern 


and contempt ; yet the Lord comforts and cer- 


tifies his people, that they ſhall rejoice, and ſhall 


ſee the plummet in the ſame hand that laid the 


foundation, the hand of Zerubbabel, carrying up 


the building, aſſiſted with thoſe ſeven, namely, 
the Archangels, Michael with the ſix chief 
princes, who diſputed with the Devil, the head- 
opponent, and defeated thoſe his agents and in- 
ſtruments: That maugre the hoſtile combina- 
tions of ſucceſſive Governours, and the cla- 
mours and contempts of that domeſtic faction, 


the elders of the fews under Zerubbabel their 


prince, 


. 
prince, and Joſhua the high-prieſt, Sui 
and proſpered through the prophecying of Zecha- 
riah: They buildad and finiſhed it according to 
the commandment of God, and according to this 
prophecy Zerubbabel did bring forth the head- 
ſtone thereof with ſboutings, Ver. 7. 

* Abſtracting from the Subject of the Text, 
and to render the Diſcourſe following more ge- 
neral, and thereby profitable, I ſhall endeavour 

to ſet before you three Obſervations, and to re- 
preſent to you 


I. The great unreaſonableneſs and ſometimes 
wickedneſs of that contempt and diſregard, 
which are uſually ſhewn to the beginnings of 
things, of all human deſigns, ſtudies and un- 
dertakings. For who or what is he that hath 
thus done, hath deſpiſed the day of ſmall things ? 

II. That ſuch of them, as tend to promote 
the glory of God and good of mankind, are 
aſſiſted and carried on by Divine Providence, 
goncurring and cooperating with men, that are 
his chief agents therein. Thus in that great- 
eſt and beſt of works, the rebuilding of the 
Temple accompanied with the reſtoration of 
the Jewiſh Church and State, Zerubbabel with 
the plummet in his hand, denoting him to be 


e Ezra vi. 14. 
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as the architect or chief undertaker, was aſ- 
ſiſted with the ſeven eyes, the archangels, 
whom Divine Providence employs as his chief 
miniſters unto the Sons of men in their war- 
rantable and worthy deſigns. 

III. That the cuſtomary contempt and diſre- 
gard ſhewn to ſuch defigns at their beginning, 
are and ought to be turned into the greater re- 
Joicing and admiration, when we behold them 
to proſper and to be gradually advancing. For 
they ſhall rejoice and ſee, or when they ſee, he 
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel, with thoſe 
ſeven, &c. 


I. Firft, Jam to ſhew the great unreaſonable- 

neſs, and ſometimes wickedneſs of that con- 
tempt and diſregard, which are uſually ſhewn 
to the beginnings of things, of all human de- 
ſigns, ſtudies and undertakings. For who hath 
deſpiſed, yer how many do deſpiſe, the day of 
A things? 

Now behold even the works of God: Have 
not theſe alſo had, and continue to have, their 
day of ſmall things? The firſt of them, the 
making of this world and all things therein, 
was a gradual work. The materials and mould, 
the whole being without form and void, were 
prepared by the Spirit of God moving upon 
the face of them. And tho' God ſpake, and 

all 
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all things were * and each individual ſtood 
up in its place and perfection the moment he 
ſpake, yet the ſeveral kinds of them were made 
in ſucceſſion, each according to its day. Thus 
in ſix days the Builder of all things is ſaid to 
have f finiſhed his work, like human architects, 
and twas by time and degrees, that the Crea- 
tion it ſelf was brought to perfection. Yet we 
read how the angels 5 rejoiced, when only the 
foundations of the earth were laid, yea, they 
ſhouted for joy, when they ſaw, might I bor- 
row the figure, the plummet in the hand of the 
Creator, and the line ftretch'd upon it for the 
meaſures thereof. 

From which time all the productions of na- 
ture have had not only their gradual growth, 
but that from the ſmalleſt and inviſible begin- 
nings. As the creation of them was from no- 
thing, ſo are th& generations of them from 
principles, that are next to nothing. - Adam 
indeed, the head of things. created on Earth, 
was a perfect man the firſt moment he was. 
But all his Sons, which are formed in the womb, 
have their members folded up in the ſmalleſt 
proportions, which tho faſhioned in continu- 
ance, in the beginning as yet there were none 
of them, And ſo are all things living, that are 


f Gen. ii. 1. 8 Job xxxviii. 4, $, 7. 
made 


— 


. 


made for the uſe of man, made like unto him 


in the gradual manner of their generations. 


But was ever any found ſo irrational or rather 
impious, as to deſpiſe an infant, becauſe ſuch, 
or in the day of his ſmalneſs and infirmity? Is 
there not @ foy, founded on reaſon as well as 
nature, when a child is born into the world : 
And proportionably, when any creature is 
brought forth ? | 

If then in the eſtabliſhed courſe of God's 
works, ever to be honoured, there be found 
the day of ſmall things, how much more muſt 
it be expected and applauded in the works of 
man, who as he can do nothing without his 
Maker, ſo may be well content, if in his do- 
ings or any part of them he can imitate his 
Maker ? 

The great things an atchievements found 
among men may be reduced to knowledge and 
action: To the former belong the Sciences and 
Arts, to the latter great Enterprizes ; theſe as 


the work of mens hands, thoſe of their under- 


ſtanding. 

Among the Sciences I will inſtance in a few, 
whoſe beginnings and growth we and our fa 
thers have ſeen: Tho' all thoſe daughters of 
Knowledge have in their time and turn had their 
infancy. Let me introduce it firſt by remarking 
on language, which may be ſtyled the cloathing 


of 


| 
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of Knowledge. How prodigious 1s the extent, 
variety and beauty of all languages, ancient 
and modern? Inſomuch that the dry gramma- 
tical {kill therein gives no ſmall delight and diſ- 
tinction to criticks; but the artful uſe and ap- 
plication thereof in ſeveral ways, yields rap- 
tures and divinity to writers. Yet all this 


' ſprings from the Alphabet, the elements of each 
tongue, which may be learnt and uttered by 


babes and parrots. 

But as to knowledge itſelf, tho' I might ex- 
emplity in each of the Sciences, I will confine 
myſelf to three, Mathematicks, Medicine and 
Muſick, I will firſt inſtance in MATHEMA- 
TICKS, a mother of the Sciences: Which not- 
withſtanding was born, or rather born again, 
in the laſt Century: It has hardly yet reach'd 
its threeſcore years and ten; yet behold how 
it hath ſpread itſelf into all the branches of 
Philoſophy! The doctrine of numbers or 
Arithmetick, which before that period fat a- 
mong the mean and mercenary Arts, hath ex- 
alted itſelf into a partnerſhip with Geometry, 
That which was confined almoſt to ſhops and 
merchandiſe, now deals in, and plays with the 
doctrine of INFINITES, opening its va- 
rious power in a thouſand inſtances, which 
in the age before being demonſtrated but 

C in 
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in h one, ſtruck the world with aſtoniſh- 
ment. 

How dark was the day, the day ſurely of 
ſmall things with Afronomy, when this Earth, 
a ſpeck or ſpot of the Univerſe, was made the 
center of it; and the firmament, with the 


ſun, moon and ſtars, forced or fancied to roll 


round about us every day? But ſince the Co- 
PERNICAN Scheme, which fixes the Sun in the 
center, and turns out this Earth among the 
Planets, the demonſtrable, yea viſible ſcheme 
of God, was diſcovered in a late century, how 
has Aſtronomy enlarged its bounds, took the 
Comets, thoſe ſeeming outlaws of Nature, in- 
to its cognizance and command! Not only fix- 
ing the routs and ſtations of the heavenly Bo- 
dies, but meaſuring their magnitudes, and 
what is more amazing, their denſities: So that 
the qualities, as well as quantities of the Pla- 
nets, tho' diſtant ſo many thouſands of miles, 
yea thouſands of thouſands, are newly brought 
within the limits of demonſtration. 

A like diſcovery, and with like effects, hath 
in theſe latter days happen'd in the /:ztle world, 
as in the great, I mean the microcoſm of the 
Body. The circulation of the blood, and the 
motion (why not circulation ?) of the Earth, 


Þ Torricellius, de Solido Hyperbolico, printed 1644. * 
came 
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came into the world like twins, being nearly 


the birth of the ſame age. But was it not a 
day of ſmall things alſo with MrpIcIN E, when 
the circulation of this perpetual fountain of 
life was rejected, writ againſt, and arraigned, 
as an heterodoxy in Phyſick? And Anatomy 
was not allowed to be impanelled for its trial, 
being in thoſe days looked upon as under the 
legal infamy and interdict of butchery: Yer 
from that diſcovery which drew on many, 


| ſuch has been the growth of that Profeſſion, 


that Empiricks now talk freely. of thoſe my- 
{tic points, which Hippocrates and Galen never 
gueſſed at. Yea the Phyſician hath let our own 
eyes ſee our ſubſtance yet being imperfect, and 
in his books are all our members written, with 
their connexions and offices: And that circu- 
lation of the blood, which had been hid from 
man above five thouſand years, and the men- 
tion of it fooliſhneſs to our grandfathers, is 
now laid open to us with every channel and 
capillary communication leading from and re- 
turning to the heart, that central Reſervoir, 
where the wheel labours at the ciſtern, It we 
appear'd fearfully and wonderfully mage, when 
we knew it not; how much more, now we are 
let into the myſteries of our compoſition? And 
as it was aſtoniſhing to reflect, that what man 
felt in himſelf every moment, ſhould pals to 
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long undiſcovered ; fo tis almoſt as aſtoniſhing 
to remark, that hence ſo many thouſand ſecrets 
of our make ſhould be diſcloſed in fo few 
years. | 

You'll pardon me on this occaſion, for ta- 
king in my third inſtance of this kind, and 
the laſt I propoſed, which is Mus1cx. Should 
I go back to its famed original, alas! what the 
Poets have celebrated and immortalized, the 
auſterity of Criticiſm hath unſung and deſe- 
crated. Orpheus, who with his attractive harp 
drew beaſts, woods and rocks to his audience, 
is repreſented by no ſmall i Judge, as no other 
or better than a common Performer at a rural 
Feſtival, the admiration of the Crowd, the in- 
habitants of the villages, woods and mountains, 
and reſembling their abodes in roughneſs and 
inſenſibility. If we reſolve it into its natural 
elements, how incredibly ſmall is the compaſs 
of it; the whole ſpringing from the O&ave, 
as language from the Alphabet ? 

Harmony indeed, like Statuary, Painting and 
the other nobler arts, hath its periods, its in- 
fancy, maturity, and declenſions; all which may 


be bounded by a Century: This variation hap- 


pening to theſe arts according to the degrees of 
public encouragement, as growth to ſome 


i Dr. Wallis, Philoſ. Tranſ. n. 243. 
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plants, according to the warmth of che cli- 
mate. Nay in this age the very form and fa- 
ſhion of Muſick hath paſſed away; ſo that 
what we in our own days admired, is already 
gone off as antiquated; and if we ſpeak of it 
with reverence, it is as we ſpeak of the dead: 
But the modern or the preſent alone, like the 
living, 1s received with admiration. 

Let us carry our obſervation from the Sci- 
ences and Arts, thoſe works and teſtimonies of 
the underſtanding, to Societies and public Bo- 
dies, which have been formed and founded to 
carry on not only the Former, but alſo great en- 
terprizes and works for the honour and benefit 
of mankind. 

Now Nations themſelves are but great Cor- 
porations, which tho' magnificent as they are, 
who can ſay what they were? "Tis as difficult 
to trace up States to their originals, as it is great 
rivers to their heads; and if we could, *twould 
be as little to their advantage, ſeeing they too, 


like rivers, ſpring from very ſmall and obſcure 
fountains, and what is worſe, ſometimes from 


ignoble ones: Not from that imaginary one, a 
ſtare of war; but from what ſuggeſted to that 
k Author his unnatural hypotheſis, robbery, 
pyracy, and that more colourable ſpecies of vi- 


'k Hob's 
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olence, invaſion: A remark, I own, without 
my purpoſe; becauſe tho' the day of weak 
things be not, the day of wicked things is tru- 
ly deſpicable. Rome itſelf, whoſe power and 
glory extended over the habitable world, de- 
rived its pedigree from an exiled Colony: And 
thoſe authors, who have laboured to ſet it off 
in the fulleſt magnitude, do it from the com- 
parative meanneſs of its beginning, ſhewing 
how the buildings of that City and the mem- 
bers of that Empire, year by year were enlar- 
ged, when as yet there were none of them; 
and Rome, that prodigy among the nations, lay 
in embryo. Like have been the beginnings of 
all modern Empires, with their imperial cities, 
as alſo of the preſent Kingdoms and Repub- 
licks; moſt of which have been but as colo- 
nies ſent or grown out from that huge Body, 


or rather are as fragments parcell'd out from it 


upon its diſſolution: Which notwithſtanding 
are ſo far from deſpiſing, that they all boaſt 


their origine to be out of thoſe ruins: Vet be- 


ing ruins, great as they were, they are as juſtly 
to be counted inferior to any new, tho' ſmall, 


model of Government, as a dead giant is to 


any new-born infant. 

But within theſe national bodies there are 
many political bodies, companies or ſocieties, 
which reſemble them too in their gradual riſe 

and 
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and enlargement, but with a viſible difference 
and diſproportion according to the nature and 
deſign of their inſtitution. Thoſe, the decla- 
red intention whereof has been to promote 
the ſecular intereſts of men, as navigation, 
commerce, and the like, tho' leſſer projec- 
tions, have grown up like men, with ſlowneſs, 
tending and difficulty, and like them too, if 
not well or wiſely conſtituted, have gone off at 
once, as by ſudden death, or ſunk away by de- 
cay; ſo that one age has buried the name of 
the Project and Projector in oblivion. Where. 
as other Societies, that were founded to pro- 
mote the intereſts of truth and religion, which 
are the intereſts of Heaven, have as from no- 
thing increaſed with the increaſe fr God. 

Some of theſe Bodies, ſuch are the CoLLE- 
GES for Learning, being built and endowed by 
their Founders, grew not, but appeared in full 
perfection at their opening; like Adam in his 
full ſtature, the hour of his creation. Bene. 
factors indeed have added to their income and 
ornament, but not altered their inſtirution. 
But tho' the individual Foundations were com- 


pleated at once, yet they ſo far reſembled na- 


_ rural births, that they were brought forth in 


ſucceſſion : So that the mother of them all, 
the l UNIVERSITY, which now as a mother 
! Oxford, 


glories 
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glories in the number of her children, a few 


centuries back ſaw the day of ſmall things, 
when ſhe brought forth as her firſt-born, a ſin- 


gle College ; a great thing in thoſe days of her 


beginning, and the work of a great * King: 


Yet was it chiefly ſuch, in that it was an ear- 
neſt from above of greater, and as he firſt 


fruits of her increaſe. And ſuch hath it pro- 


ved to Her, as alſo to her Siſter UNIVERSITY; 
enjoying the like bleſſing from her beginning. 
Whether God hath ſent them their full com- 


pliment, or may continue to them the ſame 


leſſing, even the bleſſing of Sarah in this their 
age, which hath been called barren; yet may 
all thoſe they have already brought forth be fo 
bleſſed, that not one of them may henceforth 
ſee declenſion or infertility. 


But to come ſtill nearer to my deſign, I ob- 
ſerve of Societies, whereof Charity hath laid 


the foundation or chief corner-ſtone, that the 
growth of theſe, both in ſwiftneſs and extent, 
hath exceeded all former proportions. 

To pals by thoſe Aſſociated to promote our 
CHARITY-SCHooOLs, the work and wonder of 
our own time; let us come to that renewed 
SOCIETY, incorporated “ for the relief of the 
« widows and orphans of the poorer Clergy”. 


m Univerſity College founded by King Alfred, 872. 
This 
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161.5 
This was begun by our Fathers eſcaped out of 
the univerſal wreck of the REBELLION : Who 
in remembrance of their brethren that eſcaped, 
not, and in compaſſion to their widows and 
children, met together a few of them weekly to 
begin and to give into a fund for the relief of a 
few. This voluntary communication of friends, 
when known abroad; ſoon grew up into this 
mighty Corporation, eſtabliſhed with a Char- 
ter; Laws and Offices. And the Collection, 
which might at firſt be contained in a ſerip or 
poors-box, is now received into a Treaſury. 
And. the celebration of its annual Feſtival, of 
which this our day of rejoicing 1s an exact re- 
ſemblance in ſmaller proportion, fills our Fe- 
ruſalem with admiration and joy. For to this 
multitudes out of every Tribe flow together; 
to rejoice with, and over the Houſe of Levi, 
for this great bleſſing of the Lord, wherewith 
fix hundred of their widows are annually fed, 
and many of their ſons and daughters haye ſuc- 
ceſſively been brought up and happily planted 
in the world. Should this Charity, which tho 
running, or rather ſtrained at firſt as from a 
little cruiſe, hath once abounded, ſo as to o- 
verflow the limits of its firſt Charter, fill up 


n The firſt Charter allowed the Corporation to receive or 


purchaſe to the value of 20001. per Annum, the preſent of 
5000 l. 
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again the content of its preſent, tho enlarged 
to above a double capacity, a thouſand wi- 


dows might thence ſhare a like annual diſtri- | 


bution. Why ſhould we limit, where God 
hath bleſſed? For as the ſame Divine bleſſing, 
communicated by Eliſba, cauſed the pot of 
oil to increaſe for the relief of the Prophet's 
widow and two Sons, whom the creditor de- 
manded for bondmen, never ceaſing, till all the 
veſſels were filled, ſufficient not only to diſ- 
charge the debt, but to /ef a/ide for their fu- 
ture maintenance: So why may not this Cha- 
rity ſtill multiply, being towards the ſame ob- 


jects, the widows and orphans of our Prophets; 


till the income being proportion'd to their 
numbers and neceflities, the increaſe thereof, 


as of the oil, be ſayed, and no further Charter 
be deſired? 
I have ſhewn this Incorporate Society, ſo 
bleſſed of the Lord, in the fuller view ; in that 
our preſent Society is ambitious ſome way to be 
reſembled to it, tho' but in part, or rather mi- 
niature. The grand and whole deſign of that 
was charity, and ſurely of the nobleſt ſpecies. 
And tho' it was ordained to wipe away tears, 


and to filence the cries of the widow and fa- 


therleſs; yet the celebration of its anniverſary 


. 2 Kings. ch. 4. 
Feaſt, 
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Feaſt, a day of great things, is kept in the 
Temple with worſhip and thankſgiving, and 
the voice of melody, accompanied with -12u/i- 
cal inſtruments, and that of all forts. The pro- 
motion of ſacred Harmony, which ſerves daily 
in the Sanctuary, thereby to ſet forth the glory 
of God, to the greater delight and dignity of 
his holy Service in earthly Choirs, and which 
become to that Feſtival a proper additional or- 
nament, accepted of God and men, the pro- 
motion I ſay of Church-mujick, was the ori- 
ginal deſign of our Meeting, antecedent to o- 
ther additions. But as all human deſigns, how- 
ever praiſe-worthy, and wherever executed, re- 
ceive not only an improvement, but a ſort of 
conſecration, from charity; ſo thoſe defigns 
which are of themſelves in a manner hallow- 
ed and promoted alſo in an holy place, among 
which Ours may be ranked, are more hallow- 
ed and advanced by the mixture of charity, 
even as the Sacrifices themſelves under the Law 
were all ſeaſoned with ſalt. Philoſophy has 
taught us, that moſt things in nature have a 
falt imbodied in their compoſition. The bow- 
els of the Earth, and waters of the Sea, abound 
with this elementary ingredient, to render them 
ſweet and ſerviceable. Thus Religion hath 
taught us, that as © all our doings without 
* charity, are nothing worth”, fo likewiſe, 

| D 2 thar 
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that charity will aſſimilate to, and incorporate 
with all our doings, above all with our a&s of 
piety ; in theſe its mixture, making not an ad- 
dition, but union. So that charity being join- 
ed to our firſ deſign, gives it a more becoming 
appearance, as well as a ſweet-ſmelling ſa- 
your, 

In one thing our Society hath a perfect re- 
ſemblance to that Greater, that it ſprang too 
from a very ſmall and accidental origine. It 
was in like manner, a fortuitous and friendly 
propoſal between a few Lovers of harmony, 
and brethren of the correſpondent Choirs, to 
commence an anniverſary viſit, to be kept in 
turn: Which voluntary inſtance of friendſhip 
and fraternity, was quickly ſtrengthen'd by ſo- 
cial compact: And afterwards being bleſſed and 
ſanctified by a Charity- collection, with the 

word of exhortation added to confirm the 
whole, it is arrived to the figure and eſtima- 
tion, as ye ſee this day. 

Let us now ſtop and take a review of the 
various inſtances produced, ſufficient, I truſt, 
to enforce the expoſtulation of the Text. For 
ſeeing all chat is great and glorious not only in 
Nature, as all things are, being the workman- 
ſhip of God; but alſo in the ways and doings 
of men, in knowledge, in language, in govern- 
ment, in ſociety : ſeeing all this hath ariſen 

from 
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from the ſmalleſt beginnings, whoſo deſpiſeth 


any deſign or enter prize of men from the lit- 


tleneſs and meanneſs of its firſt appearance, 
whilſt it lies under the day and diſadvantage of 
ſmall things, diſcovers a great unreaſonableneſs 


or perverſeneſs of. judgment, and that he is ei- 


ther a weak or wicked man; that either he has 


made no obſervation on things about him, or 
has took that fatal turn, to make a mock at 


every thing. 


But to cloſe this head, with regard to our 


Society in its preſent fituation, tho' we expect 


no great advance, we may juſtly hope for con- 


tinuance. There are public Meetings, that 
can hardly be ſaid to have any public ends; 
yet theſe have had ſome of them their circular 

days, ſome their immemorial Anniverſaries ; 
wherein tho' Religion ſhares not, nor appears, 
it gives no diſcountenance, If the world con- 
demns them not, neither doth that condemn 


them. But in this our anniverſary Aſſembling 


Religion may be faid to have not ſo properly a. 


ſhare, as the ſole intereſt. Piety laid the foun- 
dation, and Charity hath built thereupon. 
The promotion of both is found in the ground- 


work, and in the ſuperſtructure. The day of 


ſmall things, at which the Deſpiſer might caſt 
his ſmiles, or ſhoot the tongue, is ſome time 


paſſed The day of * hath come on, 
and 
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and every year increaſed, For we have ſeen 
the Deſign to proſper, without any known ob- 
jection or obſtacle from men, and therefore we 
preſume, not without the approbation and aſ- 
ſtance of the Divine bleſſing. When Piety 
and Charity have the plummet in their hands, 
ſurely the ſeven eyes are with them in the buil- 
ding. Which brings me to ſhew under my ſe- 
cond head, 

2dly, Thar fuch works, defigns or enterpri- 
zes, as tend to promote the glory of God, and 
the good of mankind, are aſſiſted and carried 
on by Divine Providence concurring and co- 
operating with men, that are his chief agents 
herein. Thus in the rebuilding of the Tem- 
ple, attended with the reſtoration of the Jew- 
iſh Church and State, Zerubbabel with the 
plummet in his hand, denoting him to be.as 
the architect or chief undertaker, was afliſted 
by the ſeven eyes, the Archangels, whom Di- 
vine Providence employs as his chief miniſters, 
and men in their warrantable and worthy de- 
ſigns. 

But firſt let me make a brief remark upon 
the myſtical number, SEVEN; a number, which 
God, the maker and ordainer of all things, 
hath obſerved, not only in his ordinances re- 
corded in his word, but, what is more, in the 
greateſt of his Creatures, viſible and inviſible. 


This 
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This number is legibly written in the volume 
of Nature, as well as of Scripture. Why ? 
But from both to remind us of the original 
work of the Creation, made in fix days, and 
crowned with the ſeventh, which was hallow- 
ed for a perpetual Sabbath in remembrance 
thereof. | | 

We read here of the ſeven eyes, the number 
of the Archangels, which are declared in the 
Revelation p to be the ſeven Spirits of God. 
Theſe are there repreſented alſo, by the ſeven 
Lambs, that burnt before the Throne, We ſee 
likewiſe, in the great viſible temple of the Fir- 
mament, how God hath in this alſo placed on- 
ly ſeven lamps, the Sun with the fix Planets ; 
thoſe 4 primary, and, as it were, princes among 
the heavenly Bodies. 

Let us deſcend to this Earth, one of the ſe- 
ven, and with wonder contemplate how in that 
glorious apparel with which God hath cloathed 
all things viſible, namely, variety of colours, 
there are but * ſeven original colours; out of 


which 
p Rev. v. 6. 


Our Moon, and thoſe about Jupiter and Saturn, ate cal- 


led Secondary Planets. | 


r Which are theſe, and counted in this order, red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet. Theſe, if imitated in 
Paint, and mixed together in equal quantities, make a Whzre, 
And thus being united in the Sun's rays, they make Light; 

of which 
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which Light, the firſt of God's works, was 
compounded, and into which it may be reſol- 
ved, and no farther. | 

But above all, let us admire, that alſo ſounds, 
the ground-work of harmony, which is the 
quinteſſence of them, are confined to the num- 
ber of 5 ſeven notes. 


Tho 


which may be artificially ſeparated into thoſe ſeven colours 
by a Priſm, as it is naturally in the rainbow. Sir Iſaac New- 
ton's Opricks. 


s For the Scale ot Muſick conſiſts only of ſeven Notes 
repeated, which are ſet down by the firſt ſeven Letters of 
the Alphabet, 4, B, c, D, E, E, G, and ſo again, 4, B. 
'&c. all which Notes are uniſons to their reſpective ſevenths; 
A to 4, B to B, &c. And being, as they are term'd, Uni- 
ſons, that is, of one ſound, or tone, they may be counted 
as one or the ſame Note: And therefore may be well enough 
called the Seven Notes, as repeated continually upon the 
Scale, the return or cycle of which, begins after every Se- 
venth. Now when any two of theſe correſponding in each 
cycle, as A and 4, B and B, are firuck or ſounded together, 
they are called offaves, or ezghths, taken incluſively, tho' the 
one be but the ſeventh note diſtant, or counted from the o- 


ther: Juſt as the day of Circumciſion was called the eighth 


day, including the day of the birth, from which it was but 
the ſeventh. For if the Child was born on the Sabbath, he 
was circumciſed the Sabbath following. Thus the Sabbaths 
and the Octaves (ſo called) are placed at the ſame intervals; 
For example, let the Sunday begin the month, being on the 
1ſt day; the 24 Sunday will be the 8th day, the 3d the 15th, 
the 4*) the 22d. the sch the 29th; which 29td day is the be- 
ginning of a new week. Thus let the firſt note, be it A4, B, 
C, or any other, be made the Uniſon or firſt Key counted on 
the Harpſichord, the Octave will be on the 8h Key, the next 

on 
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Thoꝰ therefore I firmly believe the moſaical 
account of the Creation, becauſe it is written; 
yet becaule it is alſo countenanced and confir- 
med by theſe wondrous correſpondencies in 
Nature, I more gladly believe. 

Now this obſervation on the number of ori- 
ginal ſounds, being a peculiar memorial to the 
ſons of harmony of the Creation, of the ſix 
days work, and the Sabbath annexed, ler me 
enlarge, or rather explain myſelf on this plea- 
fing analogy. ' Behold then, how it hath plea- 
{ed the Creator to place and eſtabliſh his holy 


Sabbaths at the ſame intervals in the calendar 


of our time, as he hath the Oc aves in the 
ſcale of harmony. For as theſe incloſe the fix 
notes above and below, that below, which is 


termed Uni/on, rendering thoſe of the ſix notes 


moſt harmonious, that moſt accord with it; 


on the t, the next on the 229, the next on the 2gth; 
which 29th, being an octave to the 229, and ſo taken inclu- 
ſively, may ſeem to belong to that octave, yet in reality is 
the beginning of another cycle of the ſeven notes above, 
Therefore if this 29th be diſcounted from the foregoing notes, 
becauſe belonging to the following, there remain only 28 
notes for the 4 Octaves ſo called, that is, ſeven notes for 
each: Juſt as the 29th day of the month being deducted 
in the fore-mention'd caſe, becauſe the beginning of the 
week following, there remain 28 days, for the 4 weeks pre. 
ceding, viz. 7 days for each week, 4x72-28. So that the 
cycle or compaſs of Mulical notes or tones, 1s limited to 


ſeven. vv 
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and fuch of them as accord leſs, the O&ave a- 
bove immediately covering and reconciling their 
diſſonancy: And as theſe ſix notes thus incloſed 
and divinely ordered, comprehend all Muſick; 
which, whether aſcending or deſcending, is 
but a repetition of Odtaves, each containing 
the ſame variety, or rather identity, of notes, 
as the whole Scale : So hath God ordained his 
Sabbarhs to incloſe our ſix days of labour, to 
ſanctify and ſweeten them to us; by which or- 
der the Sabbath foregoing communicates bleſ- 
fing and delight to ſuch of the week-days as 
can be employed moſt ſuitably to it; and of 
thoſe, which are paſſed in toil and trouble, the 
Sabbath following ſoon relieves their harſhneſs 
and diſquietude. Thus rogether, if rightly or- 
dered, they compoſe the harmony of our time 
on earth ; which, if meaſured either way, af- 
cending | from infancy to age, Or reverting from 
that extream to the firſt point of life, is but a 
ſeries of a few weeks repeated, thus bleſſed, 
and, as it were, barr'd by the intervention of 
the Sabbaths, and ſet off to us, one after ano- 
ther, and one like another, upon the ſcale of 
| But from this digrefſion, if ſuch, not un- 
ſuitable to the ſubject, nor, I truſt, hires. 


ble 1 to this Auditory, let us turn our contem- 
plation 
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plation baek to the myſterious œcοοοmy of Di- 
vine Providence, which hath ordained the 
holy Angels, conſtituted under ſeven chief 
Princes, the Archangels to be his Miniſters in 
the Government of the world. | 

We know, that ever fince the world was 
made, God worketh all things in Nature by 


the mediation of /econd cauſes, each thing in 


its ſubordination performing the office, which 
the Creator appointed ir. Thus in the moral 
world, as in the natural, God, the Creator 
and Governour of mankind, is pleaſed to im- 
ploy the intermediate miniſtries of Angels, as 


his ſecondary agents, in the government of it; 


to whom Scripture gives great titles, and aſ- 
figns diverſe orders. 

An infinity lies between God and us, not 
as a mere void or blank. No, the Creator, 
who hath made an innumerable ſeries of vi- 
ſible creatures in a continued deſcent below 
mankind, the bounds whereof none hath 
ſearched out, hath above us likewiſe placed 
orders of creatures inviſible, which no man 
can count, of Angels aſcending up one order 
above another, terminating in the ſupfeme 
order of Archangels, to whom is committed 
the rule and, as it were, military direction 
over all the Angelic hoſts, and the privilege 

E 2 or 
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or * birthright to ſtand and miniſter in the 
preſence of God. 

We behold in human Governments a prime 
Miniſtry. Theſe have Acceſs unto the Sove- 
reign. to go in and out before him: Theſe too 
are his Eyes, ſent out thro' the whole King- 
dom : And by their Intelligence he inſpects, 
and by their Subſervience orders the Affairs of 
his Dominion, Were the number of theſe 
prime Rulers ſeven in our modern Govern- 
ments, did all Sovereigns form their Court 
after the Model of the Perfian, which had 
ſeven Princes, that ſaw the King's Face, and 
fate firſt in his Kingdom, they would then re- 
preſent the Heavenly Court, in which the ſe- 
ven prime Angels, Rulers: over the reſt, ſtand 
in the Preſence of God, and are his Eyes, 
that run to and fro through all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth. 

We are encouraged to hope, that the ſame 
God is pleaſed to regard and delight in the 
Services of us Men, though made ſo much 
lower than the Angels, though too our Ser- 
vices be full of Imperfection, and our beſt 


r They are ſtyled by Clemens Alexand. e070 ever dry ry thwy 


«2x0: es, firſt-begotten, or firſt- born Princes of the Angels. 
Strom. 6. 
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Actions nearer to Diſobedience than Duty. 
Lord what is Man, yea the beſt of Men, that 
thou haſt ſuch a Reſpect unto him? How much 
more, infinitely more, muſt he delight in the 
Services of Angels, conſtituted in a wonder- 
ful Order? Whercin alſo there is no Defect, 
no Demur, but an abſolute Correſpondence to 
the Command, and utmoſt Zeal in the Exe- 
cution of it. What 1s ſwifter than the Mo- 
tion of the Eye Yet in theſe Eyes of the 
Lord this Motion is accelerated; they run to 
and fro, and that through the whole Earth. 

Thus are theſe ſeven the principal Inſtru- 
ments of God's Providence in the Govern- 
ment of all earthly Dominions, being ſent 
into all the Earth; whereas 'tis a rational 
Conjecture, that the ſubordinate Orders have 
their limited Charges over Empires, King 
doms, Principalities and Republicks, to which 
cheir correſpondent Titles, of Thrones, Domi- 
nions, Principalities and Powers, yield ſome 
Countenance, though not Confirmation. Bur 
tis more than Conjecture, that whatever Power 
or Influence the ſupreme and ſubordinate An- 
gels have in the Kingdoms of this World, it 
13 all in Subſervience to and for the Help of 
God's Elect planted or ſcattered in them. If 
thele Eyes of the Lord run to and fro through 
the Earth, it is becauie from one End of 
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it to the other, are the Diſperſions of T1/-ae!, ; 
We find in the Inſtance before us, how Ga- | 
briel, (an Archangel, for he* ſtands in the Pre- 
fence of God) was ſent to Daniel, under his 
deep Diſtreſs and Humiliation; whilft three 
whole Weeks he made his Prayer and Suppli- 
cation with Faſting and Sackcloth, and Aſhes 
Y for the holy Mountain of his God, viz. the Re- 
ſtoration of his Temple; to comfort him, 
Gabriel not only tells him the Time of its 
Accompliſhment, but that he himſelf laboured 
it with the Prince of Pera, who withſtood 
him the whole Time of Daniel's Humilia- 
tion ; and that during the Conflict he had re- 
maining with the Kings of Per/ia, = Michael 
came to help him: And that now he return'd 
* fo fight with the Prince of Perſia, What- 
ever theſe Sayings may import, what Reſiſt- 
ance theſe ſpiritual Princes may find, or what 
Influence they may have, in the Courts and 
Councils of earthly Sovereigns, for they fight 
not with Arms, nor perſuade with Eloquence; 
| thus much is evident, that theſe two Arch- 
angels * ſtood and fought for Daniel's People 
under the Kings of Pera: and for the ſame 
reaſon we may judge, that they went with 
them from the firſt, and remained and acted 
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in the Court of Babylon, and all to carry on 
the Intereſts of Sion. 

But to come to the true 1/-ael of God, and 
his real Temple the Church of Chriſt, the 
Archangels ſeem to have the peculiar Charge 
and Overſight thereof conferred on them by 
the Lord of it; to whom, upon his Aſcenſion, 
all the heavenly Powers were put in Sub- 
jection, and he was made Head over them, 
and all Things, but that 0 and for the < Church 
which is his Body. But the Archangels were 
made ſubject in ſuch manner, that they are 
repreſented not as put under, but united to 
this head. St. John in his Viſion, Rev. v. 6. 
faith, I ſaw in the midſt of the throne a Lamb 
as it had been lain, having ſeven horns and 
ſeven Eyes, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God, 
ſent out into all the earth; the Eyes to ſignify 
their ſuperintendence, and the Horns their 
power. By the might of theſe horns he de- 
fends his Church, and by the vigilance of 
theſe eyes he directs its affairs. We read alſo 
in this viſion of Zachary, that theſe d ſever; 
eyes were upon one ſtone, which Zerubbabel had 
laid for the foundation of the Temple, the 
type of that „one, elect and precious, hereafter 
to be laid in Zion, for the foundation of the 


Epheſ. i. 20. 4 Ch. iii 9. 
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Church. And to make the charge of this 
ſtone, never to be removed, inſeparable from 
their office, they were upon it as a thing 
graven, and the Lord of Hoſt; would himſelf 


engrave the graving thereof. 


Whether this be the interpretation of theſe 
viſions or near it, without controverſy great 
is the myſtery of godlineſs in this one revela- 
tion concerning the Archangels, as to their 
number and ſtation above in the preſence of 
the moſt High, ſo their ſpecial miniſtry in 
and to his Church militant on Earth ; yet re- 
vealed beyond all controverly : and that not 
only myſtically and in viſions, but expreſly in 
the writings of St. John and St. Paul, both 
implying the ſame truth, ſpeaking nearly the 
ſame words. St. John ſalutes the ſeven 
Churches with a moſt. folemn benediction 
from their miniſtry: © Grace be to you, and 
peace from him which was, and is, and is to 
come, and from the ſeven Angels, which are 
before the throne, and from Chriſt Jeſus the 
faithful witneſs : That is, grace and peace from 
the eternal God, as the author to give; from 
the Archangels, as the inſtruments to convey, 
and from Chriſt Feſus as the Mediatour to 
procure thoſe bleſſings. Not leſs ſolemn is 
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that adjuration of Paul to Timothy, to keep 
to the directions and canons there given for 
the government of the Church, I charge thee 
before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the 
elect Angels, that thou objerve theſe things. 
Which are thoſe Elect, but the ſeven exalted 
above the reſt, to have the particular over- 
fight and guardianſhip over the Church of 
Chriſt? Who as ſuch muſt be ſuppoſed to have 
a particular and ſtrict regard to the acts and 
care of thoſe, to whom the like charge is 
committed, and in reference to which the 
ſame title is given, of being the Angels of 
their Churches; that theſe act and behave as 
under the awe of their heavenly inſpectors, 
and like them be vigilant in their govern- 
ment, as Eyes running to and fro, and above 
all upright, as Eyes unprejudiced, beholding 
and doing nothing with partiality, This is a 
glorious contemplation, whereon if we have 
ſtayed a little, (and a more tranſient view had 
been none) yet we have not intruded into 
things we knew not: And where Revelation 
hath drawn aſide the veil, 'tis our duty as 
well as delight to look into the oracle. 

Bur will we hence conclude, or rather can 
we at all conceive, that theſe Beings, which 
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are as gods among the gods above, and far 
above all that were called gods on earth, 
ſhould be ſent forth to miniſter to the ſons of 
men, to watch over, attend and aſſiſt them 
even in their beſt Actions and Intereſts? Their 
condeſcenſion may reach indeed to the gene- 
ral and momentous concerns of the Church, 
to ſtrengthen its foundations, to repair its 
breaches, and to ſet up its battlements. When 
a Zerubbabel hath the plummer in his hand, 
then the ſeven Eyes may be with him. But 
in this natural and juſt veneration .of the An- 
gels, we conſider not that the Lord of them 
and us thought it no diminution to come 
down to miniſter unto us, and to die for our 
Salvation ; and that what he did for all Men, 
he did as much for one man; and as much 
for the leaſt of men, as for the greateſt. 
God's thoughts of greatneſs and diminution 
are not as our thoughts; nor do the ways of 
his heavenly miniſters, as our ways, admit of 
the mean notions of place and precedence. 
Nay, may not their Scale of Honour be in- 
verted, and graduated downwards, meaſuring 
Greatneſs by Condeſcenſion ; ſo, that accord- 
ing to our Lord's precept and pattern, he 
that is greateſt among them, ſhews himſelf 
ſuch by becoming as the leaſt; and the Emi- 

nence of an Archangel may be manifeſted 
f 1 more 
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more by his miniſtring unto men, than by 
commanding of Angels? This we are aflured, 
that they are all, Archangels therefore as well 
as Angels, fent forth to miniſter unto them, who 
are heirs of ſalvation. The great thing to be 
attended to by us is, that they miniſter only 
unto the heirs, not to ſuch as are aliens, 
much leſs ſuch as are adverſaries to the cove- 
nant of Chriſtianity. Let us be careful to be 
number'd among the former: and we need 
not doubt, but God hath given his Angels 
charge concerning each of us, how little we 
and our concerns may be, or ſeem to be, 70 
keep us in all our ways, that are lawful, and 
to aſſiſt us in all that are laudable. The Seer 
Hanani of old time could declare, that by 
theſe eyes of God 8 running to and fro through 
the whole earth, He ſhewed himſelf ſtrong in 
the behalf of them, whoſe heart is perfect to- 
wards him, 

What then ſhall we ſay? Hath this been 
the doctrine and belief under the old as well 
as new Covenant, that every good man, that 
is the ſervant of God, whoſe heart is perfect to- 
wards him, hath his Angel to attend, ſuccour 
and aſſiſt him in all his private intereſts, do- 
ings and deſigns? Have we not then rather, 


s 2 Chron, xvi. 9. 
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when as a body of men, we are joyn'd in 
any public, eſpecially in any pious deſign? 
When in good works men are fellow-labour- 
ers, then we may conclude, their angels are 
fellow-helpers: Then are thoſe eyes of the 
Lord with them. ; . 

But what tendency have theſe ſayings ? 
Will I preſume to bring in thoſe celeſtial 
Beings, as auxiliaries and copartners to this 
our Meeting, and to our ſmall mutable un- 
dertaking ? And why not? If our aſſembling 
this day hath not the countenance and con- 
currence of the Divine favour, what do we 
here in the houſe of God? Let us depart 
hence and diſband in confuſion. But we are 
not aſhamed of what we are about, or as 
unbeſeeming the place where we ſtand: There 
is nothing we do out of it, that goes for no- 
thing: there 1s no neutrality or indifference 
with God, touching what we do in common 
life, either in the houſe, in the field, or in 
the city, but he either aſſiſts or prevents us in 
the doing; and this not only inwardly by 
the workings of his grace, but alſo outwardly 
by the miniſtries of his angels. Thus we 
read and thus believe. Surely then what we 
do when aſſembled in his Sanctuary, we there- 
fore do it, or ought to do with the greater 
care, as St. Paul cautions us, becauſe of the 

Angels, 
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Angels, And if they be ſpecially preſent, are 
they here only as Spectators, unconcern'd or 
unimployed ? Part of their miniſtry in the 
heavenly ſanctuary is to play before the throne 
with their golden harps; ſinging the ſong to 
the Lamb, the ſame ſong we ſing below. If 
they delight to mingle with and to miniſter 
unto men in any, of their works or ſervices, 
it muſt be moſt in ſuch, as have a ſimilitude 
and ſymphony with their own. 

By what method and in what ways the 
Angels miniſter unto us, aſſiſting and co-ope- 
rating with us in religious or common actions, 
in our private or public undertakings, we read 
not ; and I believe it impoſſible to be made 
known to us in this mortal ſtate; wherein 
we know not, how our own ſouls miniſter to 
our bodies, how our ſpirit actuates this fleſh, 
moves, directs, or ſtops its motions. That 
our ſouls, which are ſpirit, thus act in and 
upon our bodies, we feel by experience: That 
the Angelic ſpirits miniſter unto us, aſſiſting, 
influencing and reſtraining us in our ways, 
we learn from revelation. Bleſſed are thoſe, 
who believing have experience added to their 
belief. Bur I muſt haſten to my laſt head, 
which is to remind you, 

III dly, That the cuſtomary contempt and 
diſregard ſhewn to human deſigns at their be- 

ginning, 
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ginning, are and ought to be turned into the 
greater rejoycing and admiration, when we 
behold them to proſper, and to be gradually 
advancing. Who hath deſpiſed the day of 
ſmall things? For they ſhall rejoice and ſee, 
or when they ſee, the plummet in the hand of 
Zerubbabel with thoſe ſeven. 

As to the inſtance before us, this obſerva- 
tion may be ſeen better in the figure, than in 
the letter. For Zerubbabel, in rebuilding the 
temple, did in this prophecy viſibly prefigure 
the Meſſiah, the man whoſe name is the Branch, 
h h ſhould grow up out of his place, and be, 

even he, ſhould build the temple of the Lord. 

This man, the Branch and root of David, 
did grow up out in his place, but in ſo great 
obſcurity, that on account thereof no man 
was ever ſo deſpiſed and rejected of men. The 
day of his whole life was a day of ſmall 
things; the beginning of it being a day of the 
utmoſt diminution, the ending of it a day of 
ſeeming extinction. Yet all this tended to 
encreaſe the joy and glory of that day, where- 
on ' the ſame flone which the builders thus re- 
Fuſed, was made the head flone in the corner. 
This was be day, the day of his reſurrection, 
which the Lord had made for men to rejoyce 
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and be glad in. Indeed after this foundation 
was laid, there followed a ceſſation alſo of 
this building; after that joyful day, a blank 
interval, till the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Comforter; by whoſe incitation, more 
prevalent than that of all the Prophets, the 
work was reſumed, went on faſt and proſpered 
with rejoycings and aſtoniſhment. For they 
now ſaw the plummet in the hand of the 
Apoſtles, the maſter-builders of the Church; 
God viſibly working with them, and his Eyes, 
the Angels, perſonally aſſiſting them, and con- 
tending with the Dart with far greater Zeal 
about this body of Chriſt; inſomuch that the 
ſucceſſive adverſaries he ſtirred up, perſecu- 
ting Emperors, could not ſuppreſs the buil- 
ders; nor the counſellors he hired againſt them, 
learned hereticks, fruſtrate their purpoſe ; but 
there were great rejoycings in thoſe days, 
whilſt the Church was in building, tho' mixed 
with cries and contention ; even as in be- 
ginning of this typical building of Zerubbabel, 
the noiſe of weeping was drowned 1n the loud- 
neſs of ſhouting. But then upon the finiſhing 
of the Temple, as the Jews kept their Feaſt 
with full joy; k for the Lord had made them 
Joyful, by turning the heart of the king of Ae 
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Hria unto them, to ſtrengtben their hands in 
the work of the houſe of God; ſo was the re- 
joycing of the Chriſtians every where filled up 
upon the converſion of the! Emperor, by 
whom their hands were ſtrengthen'd, and the 
ſettlement of the Church accompliſh'd. Such 
adorable analogies were there from the be- * 
ginning to the end of this great deſign of 
God, carried on, as we have ſeen, by Men 
and Angels; by whoſe ſervices, ordained in a 
wonderful ſubordination, from weak things, 
were brought forth mighty; and from baſe 
things, and things that were deſpiſed, were 
brought forth honourable; and things molt op- 
poſed and afflicted, came forth victorious, 

with the crown of rejoycing. 
But to bring our obſervation to men, and 
the common ſtate of things, we find, that 
ſmallneſs and obſcurity of original, which the 
rich and the great are ſo apt to contemn, 
and all to diſregard, have been to good men 
the peculiar ſubject of their thankſgiving to 
God, and is always the moſt rational ſubject 
of glorying among men. Noble was that 
reflection of the Father of the Patriarchs Ja- 
cob: with my ſtaff J paſſed over this Fordan, 
and now am 1 become two bands: Divine was 
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that expoſtulation of David, the head of the 
Prophets: n ho am I, and what is my Houſe, 
that thuu haſt brought me hitherto? The indi- 
ſtinction of the family in ae! magnified the 
exaltation of the Son to the throne of it. And 
as it was the greateſt glory to David, ſo was 
it his chief theme of thankſgiving to God, that 
he had o taken him away from the ſheepfold, 
not from the Court, 70 feed Jrael his People. 

Now when from privacy men become pub- 
lick perſons, as their lives, like David's, may 
be worth ten thouſand of others, ſo will their 
actions have a proportionable importance. As 
it is with men, ſo with their enterprizes. From 
whatever riſe they commence, when they be- 
come public, the undertaking of many, they 
multiply their joynt intereſt and efficacy beyond 
calculation, and their good influence on the 
world may be worth a thouſand of private be- 
nefactions. The great good that is done in 
the world, is done by Communities; for there 
union ſtrengthens, emulation quickens, and 
company delights; effects which will always 
be found in Societies, that are founded on ap- 


proved and uſeful intentions. On ſuch a foun- 


dation doth this Society profeſs to ſtand at this 
day; which doth not bring us together to en- 
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tertain ourſelves or others, tho' that be an 
happy concomitant of our meeting ; no, but to 
encourage our mutual improvement in our 
Offices, to promote brotherly love, and that 
not as among common Chriſtians, but by a 
Choral and Collegiate fraternity; and being 
thus qualified and united, year by year to glo- 
rify God with all our might in his holy Tem- 
ple, and to ſanctify the whole with an offering 
for the offspring of them that miniſter'd there- 
in. Upon theſe pretenſions is this Society, 
whatever it was, now grown numerous in its 
Members, and more numerous in its Atten- 
dants; ſuch as muſt cloſe the Eye of Envy, 
and ſtop the Mouth of Mockery, if ſuch there 
were, turning our ſucceſs into admiration and 
applauſe. Wherefore let us on this day rejoyce 
rogether, that from whatever we began, tho' 
walking at firſt as with @ flaff, we are now be- 
come a great band. And a greater Band we 


may yet grow, if we continue to keep to the 


ſame ends of our aſſembling ; whereas if we 
ſuffer one of them to fail, it will be a fatal ſtep 
to, and a fad ſymptom of a diflolution. 


Above all, let us keep up that bond of peace 


and perfectneſs, which is charity. I faid Cha- 
rity added to Piety reſembled Salt ſprinkled on 
the Sacrifice. The : tpecifick Property of Salt 1s to 
preſerve things from corruption: So long then 


as 


1 


＋ 


(43) 


as that preſervative is continued, our Society is 
ſecured; and as that abounds, its good Savour 
will increaſe. On the other hand, as ſalt wa- 
ter corrupted ſends forth a poiſonous ſcent, ſo 
nothing is ſo offenſive to the world as corrupt- 
ed Charities. When they are ſuffered to lie 
dead in the Fund, or ſtagnate in the truſt of 
Communities, they are then like bildge-water 
gathered at the bottom of a Ship. And as it 
is found neceſſary for the ſafety of the ſhip to 
have ſuch nuſance forced out at ſer hours, ſo 
ought public Charities to be ſubject to regu- 
lar Viſitations: For if that, which ſhould ſea- 
ſon and ſweeten all our actions, eſpecially re- 
ligious ones, ſhould not only loſe its favour, 
but contract a ſtench, it would reduce Religion 
itſelf, being its director, to its own deſecration, 
to be caſt out as an accomplice, and trodden un- 
der foot of men. But our Society is not, nor 
can be liable to ſuch an abomination. What 
has been ſo bountifully given, has been as faith- 
fully diſtributed. Your Eyes, my Brethren, 
which are our annual inſpectors, are a ſtand- 
ing witneſs; and the mouths of thoſe who are 
educated by your benevolence, are a growing 
witneſs to- us, who alſo corroborate their evi- 
dence with benediction. 

What can cut aſunder or looſen the band of 


this fraternal Community? I ſee nothing that 
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can have ſuch an unhappy effect, except the 
natural indiſpoſition in mankind towards good 
works. There is nothing men are ſo apt 70 be 
weary in, as well doing: Yet no work ſo cheap 
or ſo eaſy to be done: none yields half the ſa- 
tisfaction to the doer. How indefatigable are 
men, after knowledge, after riches, after ho- 
nour? Natural is the inclination, and laudable 
the purſuit. Yet theſe glorious acquiſitions are 


all but means to one common end, and that 


end is doing good. All our abilities, intelle- 
Etual, moral, political, are 7o profit withal; 
without which thoſe abilities, as well as actions 
flowing from them, are nothing worth. Alas! 
that would be well, if they proved only un- 
profitable; but they will be proportionably 
hurtful. For as our works, unleſs ſpringing 
of faith, have in them the nature of ſin; fo 
without Charity, the fruit of faith, knowledge 
hath in it the nature of folly, riches of Pover- 
ty, honour of degeneracy, 

I know no other end, for which I was 
brought upon this ſtage of probation, but to 
ſerve God and to do good, and thereby whilſt 
I have time, 70 lay up ſome foundation againſt 
the time to come. To this end do I live, and 
in theſe hopes do I labour in that eſtate of 
life, ro which it hath pleaſed God to call me: 
and when it ſhall pleaſe him to diſable me from 

this 
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this labour, that I can do no more good, may 
I live no more days. What other motive 
brought me here, to appear and almoſt to ex- 
poſe myſelf now a third time upon this Oc- 
caſion? I value my Quiet and my Credit as 
much as others. Vet the interrupting of the one, 
and hazarding of the other, are with me as 
nothing, if I can at any time or by any means 
promote ſomething that is good and profitable 


unto men. 

Not but I muſt own, that that Stoical boaſt 
on Virtue, is a true and tried ſaying on Cha- 
rity; that it is its own reward. It brings with 


it an inward Complacency full of ſympathizing 


delight; ſo that he that feedeth the hungry, 
refreſhes his own bowels; he that cloatherh 
the naked, warms his own fleſh. Or rather, 
this complacency is like the ſenſation of ſounds, 
only to be felt; and which no man can de- 
ſcribe to the unexperienced, any more than he 
can Muſick to the deaf. But as frequent ex- 
periments give a quicker ſenſe and an higher 
delight in all ſenſible enjoyments, of which, as 
I have elſewhere ſhewn, harmony 1s the moſt; 
refined and exquiſite, and juſtly ſtyled Pe de- 
light of the ſons of men; ſo in doing good fre- 
quency multiplys the complacency. 
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If I am bold in calling Charity the harmony 
of the ſoul, let the day be my apology. Vet 


I could ſhew, had I time and leave, how thoſe 


entertaining parallels and proportions, which 


q Plolomy, harmonious alſo in ingenuity, has 
drawn between muſick and the powers and 
paſſions of the mind, do correſpond in acts of 
Charity. For inſtead of that flow approbation 


of the underſtanding, afſent of the will and 


complyance of the affections, which our other 
acts are forced to wait for, attending long up- 
on their backwardneſs and diflention; theſe 
have the ſame inſtant, are mer, yea, haſtened 
by the concurrence of the will, applauſe of the 
underſtanding, and full voice and conſonance 
of the affections: Or rather the Seul, which 
is the ground of and comprehends them all, 
and 1s all, like an univerfal uniſon is with all 


compaſſionate acts affected throughout, and 


greatly but gratefully moved; ſo as to commu- 
nicate to the body a like pleaſing ſympathy 
and ſounding of the bowels. 

Tho' it be high time, I cannot cloſe with- 
out a review to my beginning, and remind- 
ing you, that there is indeed a day of ſmall 
things, melancholy and deſpicable; which is, 
when from great things we relapſe into them. 
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To come from the duſt was no Imputation 


upon man; but unto duſt to return, that was 
his ſentence and his ſhame. In this thing too 


it is with the body ſocial, as with the natural. 


Whilſt it lives and is active, it is honourable; 
but when it comes to die, it is alſo ſewn in 
diſhonour, and upon its diffolution, like a Corpſe, 
turns into a nuſance : Which too is the great- 
er, becauſe this death comes not thro' the 
law of nature, but muſt be voluntary, owing 
to our faults or follies, and therefore ſome- 
what reſembling ſelf-murther. And as in that 
caſe an Inqueſt is held upon the deceaſed, 
which if convicted, hath his body caſt out in- 
to the highway, and a mark of infamy drove 
thro” it; ſo the expiration of a Society will 
call for a public enquiry and proſecution from 
the world; as having broken thro' the bands 
of humanity which knits men together, and 
of Chriſtianiry which ſeals and ſanctifys the 
knot. Tho' therefore we be but a voluntary 
Society, held by no Legal Obligations, yet ha- 
ving appealed to, been approved of, and en- 
couraged by the world, we muſt not think 
ourſelves at liberty ever wholly to diſunite and 
diſſolve, without giving an offence to Religi- 
on, Society, Brotherhood, Harmony, and- to 
all mankind, bringing not only a perſonal cen- 
tempt upon ourſelves, but a reproach upon 
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the Foundations to which we belong. Nay, 
that peculiar happineſs of an * equidiſtant ſitu- 
ation, the envy and wiſh of other Choirs, which 
tho' wanting that happineſs, have honoured us 
with their imitation ; and which happineſs pro- 


bably pointed out to us this communion, will 
upon a diſunion ſuggeſt to others a taunting 


proverb againſt us, as under ſome inchant- 
ment averſe to harmony, by whoſe profeſſed 
ſons @ threefold chord, ſo equally and fo fortu- 
nately compoſed, could eafily, could poflibly 
be broken. 

But how come I to hop 1 in ſuch an unſea- 
ſonable damping reflection upon this day of re- 
joycing? not, my Brethren, from any jealouſy, 
or with other intention, than to awaken and 
ſtir up in us all a farther Zeal and Unanimity, 
to hold and work together for the common 
intereſt, reputation, and eſtabliſhment of that 
Communion we have entred into; that fo, tho' 
the Members, being voluntary, may go off as 
their wills vary, or affairs require; yet by the 
ſucceſſion of others the Society may ſubſiſt 
unto many Years, yea, generations; which 
tends to the furtherance of God's glory in the 
exaltation of his holy worſhip, to the im- 
provement of our Choirs, the credit of our 


r Glocefler, Worceſter, and . Hereford, lie in an equilateral 
Triangle, diſtant 20 Miles from each other. i 
Founda- 


Foundations, to the benefit of our Cities, the 
comfort of the fatherleſs, to the delight of 
mankind, of ourſelves, and of all that come 
nigh us. Upon theſe grounds it commenced, 
and upon theſe let our brotherly love continue. 
Amen. | 
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a Sermon preach'd in the Cathedral Church of Hereford, at 
the Anniverſary Meeting of the Choirs of Worceſter, Gloceſter 
and Hereford, Sept. 7. 1720. by Thomas Biſſe, D. D. the 24 
Edition. | 
IV.——Several fingle Sermons. s. 
V. A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, adapted to 
the State and Condition of all Orders of Chriſtians, by Wil- 
liam Law, A. M. \ FF 
VI. A Practical Treatiſe on Chriſtian Perfection, by wit- 
liam Law, A. M. the 2d Edition. | ® 
VII. An Enquiry after Happineſs in ſeveral Parts. In 
2 Vols. 8vo. by Richard Lucas, D. D. | 
VIII. Practical Chriftianity ; or, An Account of the Holi- 
neſs which the Goſpel enjoins, with the motives to it, and 
the Remedies it propoſes againſt Temprations ; with a Pray- 
er concluding each diſtin& Head, To. which are added, 
Chriſtian Thoughts for evety Day in the Month. Wherein- 
is repreſented the Nature of unfeigned Repentance, and of 


perfect Love towards God. By Richard Lucas, D. D. the. 


„ oe cet nt > ns; | 5 

IX. The Plain Man's Guide to Heaven: Containing his 
Duty, iſt, Towards God; 2%y, Towards his Neighbour. 
With proper Prayers, Meditations, and Ejaculations, defign'd 
chiefly for the Countreyman, Tradeſman, Labourer, and 
ſuch like. By Richard Lucas, D. D. the qfvEdition. .. __. 
X. The Duty of Servants: Containing,” 1. Their Prepa- 
ration for, and Choice of a Service. 2. Their Duty in Ser- 
vice. Together with Prayers ſuited to each Duty. All 
which may be accommodated likewiſe, for the moſt part, to 
Apprentices. To which is added, a Diſcourſe of the Sacra- 
ment ; ſuited peculiarly to Servants, Richard Lucas, D. D. 


the 4*Þ Edition. . 
XI. The Neceſſity of 16. FE. ion, and the Truth of 5 


the Chriſtian Revelation aſſerted. In eight Sermons. To 
which is prefix d, A Preface, with ſome Remarks on a lat 

Book entitled, The Scheme of Literal Prophecy conüder d 
By John Rogers, D. D. the 2d Editon, 8 ve. * 
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p recom mende 


in three Diſchurſes preach'd in the Cathedral Church of He- 


